
 1 

Dear Parents 
 
SUMMER REVISION GUIDELINES 
 
Please find below a suggested timetable and guidelines for revision purposes over the 
summer holidays.  Summer revision is essential.  Your child has been working hard and it is 
important not to lose the vital skills or the ability to work within a set time learned over the 
past academic year.  This is why summer revision is vital to prevent summer learning loss.   
 
Summer Learning Loss 
What exactly is summer learning loss? Summer learning loss is when children return to 
school after their summer holidays at a lower academic level than the end of the last 
academic school year.  During the summer holidays of your child’s Year 5, we still need their 
learning to accelerate and develop.  Studies show that summer learning loss can be 
anywhere between one to three months of study.  It is more pronounced in reading and 
maths and anywhere from 20 – 50% of skills can be lost over the summer months.  It is, 
therefore, essential to embark upon an 11+ summer revision programme to enable your 
child to be competitive in the 11+ test. 
   
You child will get the most out of a summer revision programme if you: 

1. Plan the topics 
a. Work on accuracy 
b. Work on timing 
c. Encourage effective learning 

 
2. Organise your child’s learning 

a. Create a timetable 
 

3. Make sure they are involved in a range of activities.   
a. Schedule other activities 
b. Keep motivation high 

 
4. Revise English and Verbal Reasoning 

 
5. Revise Maths 

 
6. Revise Non-Verbal Reasoning 
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1. PLAN THE TOPICS 
 

a. Work on Accuracy 
 

 
 
How well does your child know the topics of the 11+ programme?  It may be useful to look 
at their results from their assessment tests and homework to think about strengths and 
target areas. Your child’s teacher will have also talked to you about these in your feedback 
calls over the past academic year.  Over the summer holidays, it is important to work on all 
aspects of a subject and not just the target areas.  Strengths need to remain as strengths.   
 
Encourage your child to think about their strengths and target areas as outlined below.  A 
child’s own self-assessment can help them to take responsibility for their learning.  To help 
with this process, they can think about whether they would award themselves a gold (they 
can do most of the questions, a silver (they need a bit more help) or bronze medal (they still 
need to do more work in this area to increase accuracy).  Target areas can change as 
revision progresses.   
 

b. Work on Timing 

 
It is important to not only work on developing accuracy but also timing.  Not all work needs 
to be timed.  It may be that a 50/50 split (or other) will help to improve both accuracy and 
timing when your child is working on 11+ revision.  Your child needs to be able to get as 
many questions right as possible but also complete the questions in the allocated time.  
Revising in short bursts can be very productive but longer periods of study will also be 
required as your child will be sitting an 11+ test which is administered in two 60 minute 
sessions.  Using more formal papers will help with this part of 11+ revision.  It is important 
to use the GL papers as they are the examination board.  The use of longer papers is 
important not only for working for longer periods of study but also to use both questions 
papers and answer booklets as this is what your child will do in the real 11+ test.  It is 
important to reinforce that working out is completed in the question papers but only 
answers can be shaded in the answer booklet.  No annotations or working out are allowed 
in the answer booklet. 
 
If your child finds it difficult to complete all the questions in time or races through with a lot 
of time to spare, then they need help with timings.  Look at the questions they find difficult 
and prohibit them from completing the test.  Initially, encourage them to skip the questions 
which are slowing them down.  They can always return to complete them when they have 
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time at the end of the section.  In this way they get to see all the questions and have more 
chance of spending time on the easier ones before tackling the more difficult ones.  Your 
child knows this strategy as “Find a Friend.”  The topic areas or question types that they find 
more difficult can also be practised  during their target area time. 
 
If your child is finding that they are completing the tests well ahead of schedule then make 
sure they are actively checking their work to maximise their score and eliminate 
unnecessary errors.  You can also reduce the time allocated for the test to put them under a 
bit more time pressure as thus will test their decision making as they work through the test.  
Can they beat the publisher but still maintain high levels of accuracy?   
It is important to use textbooks and timed tests of different lengths and from different 
publishers – GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins.  Shorten or extend the time allocated for 
the test so the children aren’t working to the same timings and have the opportunity to 
vary their work speeds.  Timed tests don’t always need to be timed as they can also be 
used for improving accuracy.  It is all about balancing work on accuracy and timing 
according to your child’s needs. 
 
 

c. Learn Effectively 
 

  
• Encourage your child to jot down important learning points and methods down to 

help them remember. 
• Certain foods can help the brain. 
• Regular breaks help to sustain motivation and increase productivity. 
• Encourage your child to highlight key words to help them read questions accurately 

and promote understanding of what is required. 
• Mind maps can help to retain information. 
• Study on the go using flashcards, if required.  
• Keep all skills sharp.  Strengths and target areas all need to be topped up.  Study with 

breadth as only a limited number of questions can be tested. 
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2. ORGANISE YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING 
 
Our children have generally completed one to two hours 11+ revision per day Monday to 
Friday in recent years.  Timetables can make revision much easier to achieve.   
 

a. Create a Timetable 
 

 
 
It is important to break revision down in to small manageable chunks as well as providing 
longer periods of study.    Working on all 11+ areas and not solely on target areas is crucial.  
Strengths need to remain as strengths. 

• Create specific times for target areas and to work on all other areas. 
• Remember to work on both accuracy and timing. 
• Target areas may change as revision progresses. 
• Plan week by week or day by day (whichever works best for your child). 
• Create a visual representation of your child’s timetable with post it notes, 

chalkboards and whiteboards.  The post it notes can be thrown away when an 
activity is completed or moved around when flexibility is required. 

• Removing and rubbing out work completed is motivating as it shows your child that 
they are making progress. 

• A visual representation can also help to build in flexibility so that if something good 
comes up a piece of work can be moved to another day but a record of what needs 
to be completed by the end of the week is still clear. 

• Create a timetable for other activities so that your child can see they are having 
balance and enjoying other activities too. 
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Suggested Summer Revision Timetable 
 
The timetables below are suggestions as to how you may structure this time but not 
prescriptive.  I have allocated slightly more time to VR and Maths as there are new elements 
of VR due to the change to the GL testing format and Maths has a large amount of content 
but this may not be suitable for your child and will need to be varied.. 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
I hour 
daily 
revision 

VR 20 mins 
 
Maths 20 
mins 
 
 
Target area 
20 mins 

Eng 20 mins 
 
NVR  20 mins 
 
 
 
Target area 
20 mins 

VR 20 mins 
 
Maths 20 mins 
 
 
 
Target Area 20 
mins 

Eng 10 mins 
NVR 10 mins 
VR 10 mins 
Maths 10 
mins 
 
Target area 20 
mins  

Practice 
Papers 
I hour  

2 hours 
daily 
revision 

VR 40 mins 
 
Maths 40 
mins 
 
 
Target area 
40 mins 

Eng 40 mins 
 
Maths 40 
mins 
 
 
Target area 
40 mins 

VR 40 mins 
 
Maths 40 mins 
 
 
 
Target Area 40 
mins 

Eng  20 mins 
Maths 20 
mins 
VR 20 mins 
NVR 20 mins 
 
Target area 
40mins  

Practice 
Papers 
2 hours  
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3. MAKE SURE THEY ARE INVOLVED IN A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Make sure your child is  well rested and has fun.  It is the summer holidays.  Schedule in play 
dates, physical exercise, TV time, game time and other favourite activities.  Breaking up 
work with physical exercise (walking, riding a bike, ball games), listening to music, colouring, 
art projects, watching films, meeting friends and playing will all create balance. 
 

a. Keep Motivation High 
 

 
Keeping motivation as high as possible is difficult but very important.   Children who are 
more motivated to learn persist longer, produce a higher quality effort, learn more deeply 
and perform better in tests. 

• Reward diligence and commitment, not just accuracy.   
• Vary work so that it reinforces as well as extends.  Balance easier and harder work.  

A hard question and easy question are allocated the same marks so getting the easy 
marks is important too. 

• Work on corrections to clear up misunderstandings so that your child doesn’t repeat 
errors. 

• Make it easy think for them to complete their revision.  Think about set up.  Work in 
a quiet place without any distractions.  Keep work , pencils and other materials in 
one place so everything is at hand. 

• Make sure they’re not hungry or thirsty so that they can concentrate properly. 
• Create a study plan together and think about how much time needs to be allocated 

and when the work will be completed.  What time works best.  How often will there 
be a break and for how long?   

• Give rewards to look forward to once 11+ work is finished.  For example, points 
could be collected each day or study period to use for something special. 
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b. Focus on Positives 
 

 
 

• Set small achievable goals such as 
 I will read a chapter of my book every day 
 I will complete a proofreading spelling passage every day 
 I will learn two/three new words every day 
 I will complete two fraction questions each day 
 I will do my 11+ work first thing in the morning 

• Identify what work went really well.  Encourage your child to think of all the 
questions they got right.  Keeping a list is a great way to for your child to identify 
their strengths and for them to know their easy questions. 
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Let’s have a look at each subject in detail to help you and your child identify strengths and 
target areas by allocating gold, silver and bronze medals to each subject area and 
nominating a target area or two for each section.  It is also a good idea to tick each item 
with your child that they are competent at or pleased with.  This is motivating. 
 

d. English and Verbal Reasoning 
 

English Comprehension – understanding the text, fact 
retrieval, finding information in the passage, word meanings, 
reasoning questions, inference, prediction, summarising, text 
structure, multiple statement questions – true or false 

English Proofreading – locating spelling mistakes and 
punctuation mistakes, complete sentences without 
grammatical errors 

Verbal Reasoning  
Making new words - missing letters, moving letters, hidden 
words, missing words, use a rule to make a new word, 
compound words, complete word pairs, anagrams, word 
ladders 
 
Word meanings – synonyms, antonyms, multiple meanings, 
odd ones out, word connections.  

Verbal Reasoning  
Sequencing – complete the sum, letter and number 
sequences, related numbers, letter-coded sums 
 
Coding and logic – letter connections, letter and number-
word codes, logical reasoning  

 
ENGLISH COMPREHENSION 
 
Working on Accuracy 
 
Regular reading is extremely important but it doesn’t have to be just books.  Newspapers 
and magazines can also be used to summarise and pick out the key points about articles and 
passages.  Reading comprehension accuracy is enhanced with fluent reading skills. Children 
need good reading skills to succeed at comprehension exercises.  Reading a variety of 
authors is key to understanding different writing styles.  It also promotes an understanding 
of how sentences are linked together, helps with processing, reading speed and 
understanding.   
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The three books below are particularly good for working on accuracy.  The first book covers 
a range of questions including specific questions and sections that work on fact retrieval, 
word meanings, inference, prediction, summarising and text structure. This makes it easy to 
work on very specific target areas and track progress. The second and third book enables 
children to practise looking for key words when scanning for answers; an invaluable skill.   
 
CGP KS2 English Reading SAT Buster Book 1 / Book 2 and/or Stretch Bundles ISBN N/A 
Product code: E6FRB22, E6FRB222 and E6HRB22– Please order the bundle directly from 
CGP using the product code. 
 
11+ Essentials Mini Comprehensions Fact Finding books ISBN 9781912364114 and 
9781912364121 help to look for key words when scanning for answers. 
 
11+ Essentials Mini Comprehensions Inference Books 1, 2 and 3 
ISBN 9781912364145, 9781912364152 and 9781912364169 
 

To work on timing:  

When working on books with timed activities from the list below, please remember to vary 
the publisher (GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins) and also make sure that you use plenty of 
the GL Practice Papers as GL are writing the test. 
 
Collins 11+ Verbal Reasoning Comprehension  
ISBN 9781844199013 
These tests assess understanding of a passage, reading speed, accuracy and vocabulary. 
 
11+ Essentials Contemporary Comprehension Book 1 and Book 2, Classic Book 2 and Non-
Fiction Book 2 
ISBN 9781912364053, 9781912364268, 9781912364039 and 9781912364091 
9781911553779                     
These 12-minute comprehension books are great for exam strategy as they contain 
questions with line references to practise completing first, as the line numbers make it easy 
to find the question. 11+ Essentials offer an extensive range of contemporary, classic and 
non-fiction reading comprehension passages and questions.  

CGP Books The 10 Minute Tests Reading Comprehension for the CEM Test Ages 9- 10, 10-
11 Book 1 and Book 2 
ISBN 9781789084375, 9781782945987 and 9781789081916 
These books contain over 30 short tests, each covering a wide range of comprehension 
questions. Complete explanations to every question are in a pull-out section. They give 
children lots of opportunities to work on their comprehension skills in short bursts and help 
with working to time-pressure.  

 

 



 10 

ENGLISH PRACTICE PAPERS 

GL 11+ English Practice Pack 1, 2 and 3                                
Order at https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/english-practice-papers/       
Free familiarisation materials are also available on the GL website. 
 
CGP GL 11+ Practice Papers Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11 Pack 1 and Pack 2                                   
ISBN 9781789082470, 9781789082234 and 9781789086973 
 
ENGLISH PROOFREADING 
 
Working on Accuracy 
 
The three books below are particularly good for working on accuracy.  They contain revision 
exercises, explanations and timed tests for spelling, punctuation and grammar one topic at a 
time. There are notes and examples to help with the rules around spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  This makes it easy to work on very specific target areas and track progress. 
 
CGP Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Targeted Question Book Year 5 and 6 ISBN 
9781782941330 and 9781782941347 
 
Collins 11+ Practice - 11+ English Complete Revision, Practice & Assessment for GL : For 
the 2022 GL Assessment Tests                                
ISBN 9780008398842   
 
CGP 11+ English for GL Assessment Practice Book with Assessment Tests Ages 9 – 10 and 
10 – 11                                                               
ISBN 9781789081541 and 9781789081558                                  

To work on timing:  

When working on books with timed activities from the list below, please remember to vary 
the publisher (GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins) and also make sure that you use plenty of 
the GL Practice Papers as GL are writing the test. 
 
Collins 11+ Practice - 11+ English Quick Practice Tests Age 10-11 (Year 6) : For the GL 
Assessment Tests                                                                                                                                 
ISBN 9781844199181    
Practice tests in short, quick, timed question bursts.        

CGP 11+ English Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 10 Minute Tests Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 
11                                  
ISBN 9781789084986 and 9781789082135 
These books are topic focused for extra practice on specific spelling, punctuation and 
grammar skills but not all question types are applicable to the GL 11+ test. They contain 30 
tests. 
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CGP 11+ English 10 Minute Tests Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11                
ISBN 9781789082142 and 9781789082111 
These books are topic focused for extra practice on specific comprehension and 
proofreading skills but not all question types are applicable to the GL 11+ test. They contain 
30 tests. 
 
VERBAL REASONING 
 
Working on Accuracy 
 
Use any of the flashcards, vocabulary books or general VR books to increase accuracy but 
the two recommendations below are good to help children learn vocabulary to help make 
new words and identify word meanings. Vocabulary cartoons can help to increase the 
number and variety of mental associations to help learn new words. When new words are 
learned in context, such as in a picture, it is easier to remember them. Vocabulary cards can 
be versatile to use on the move and to help present vocabulary in a different format. 
Working on vocabulary is best when it is done little and often so also make use of word 
searches, crossword puzzles, spidergrams, a thesaurus and playing games (like Scrabble and 
Bananagram).  Using vocabulary is important.  Focusing on learning two or three new words 
a day and using them regularly will be more effective rather than completing lots of 
vocabulary exercises but never using the words. 
 
There are lots of sequencing, coding and logic questions in all the general VR books but the 
third and fourth books below also specifically target these areas.   

11+ Vocabulary Cartoons Book 1 and 2 by A Mason                                                                    
ISBN  9781539364115 and 9781073495412                      

CGP 11+ Vocabulary Cards Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11 
ISBN 9781789086300 and 9781789086317 
 
CGP Books The 10 Minute Tests Sequences, Logic and Coding Test Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11  
ISBN  9781789085020 and 9781789082081 
 
To work on timing:  
 
When working on books with timed activities from the list below, please remember to vary 
the publisher (GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins) and also make sure that you use plenty of 
the GL Practice Papers as GL are writing the test. 
 
Collins 11+ Practice - 11+ English Quick Practice Tests Age 10-11 (Year 6) : For the GL 
Assessment Tests                                  
ISBN 9781844199181    
Practice tests in short, quick, timed question bursts. 
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CGP 11+ English Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 10 Minute Tests Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 
11                                  
ISBN 9781789084986 and 9781789082135 
These books are topic focused for extra practice on specific spelling, punctuation and 
grammar skills but not all question types are applicable to the GL 11+ test. They contain 30 
tests. 
 
CGP 11+ English 10 Minute Tests Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11                
ISBN 9781789082142 and 9781789082111 
These books are topic focused for extra practice on specific comprehension and 
proofreading skills but not all question types are applicable to the GL 11+ test. They contain 
30 tests. 

CGP Books Verbal Reasoning Vocabulary Ages 10-11 The 10 Minute Tests 
ISBN 9781789081879 
These books contain over 30 short tests, each covering a wide range of topics and skills. 
Complete explanations to every question are in a pull out section.  

11+ Essentials Verbal Reasoning Vocabulary in Context Level 4 ISBN and 9781912364701 
The Vocabulary in Context series of books encourage consistent, long-term development of 
reading and comprehension skills. The purpose of these books is to develop the important 
skill of reading in context and not just for memorising new vocabulary. The books contain 
unfamiliar vocabulary to encourage children to infer the meaning of new words from the 
context of the given classic or contemporary passage.  

Collins 11+ Verbal Reasoning Vocabulary 
ISBN 9781844198993 
Short tests (4 – 6 minutes long) to build vocabulary skills.  
 
Collins Verbal Reasoning for the GL Test Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11  
ISBN  9781844199129 and 9781844199167 
There are 60 timed tests in each book covering all GL Verbal Reasoning question types. 
 
CGP Books The 10 Minute Tests Verbal Reasoning for the GL Test Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11  
ISBN  9781789083064 and 9781789082074 
These 10-minute books contain over 30 short tests, each covering a wide range of Verbal 
Reasoning topics and skills including making new words, word meanings, sequences, logic 
and coding. Complete explanations to every question are in a pull-out section.  

VERBAL REASONING PRACTICE PAPERS 

GL 11+ English Practice Pack 1, 2 and 3                               
Order at https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/verbal-reasoning-practice-paper 
Free familiarisation materials are also available on the GL website. 
 
CGP GL 11+ Practice Papers Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11 Pack 1 and Pack 2 ISBN 
9781789082500, 9781789082289 and 9781789082296 
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e. MATHS 
 
Allocating gold, bronze and silver medals to each subject area and nominating a target area 
or two for each section from the objectives below will help to plan your child’s maths 
revision.  Which areas still need sharpening up?   It is also a good idea to tick each item with 
your child that they are competent at or pleased with.  It is important to keep your child’s 
strengths in maths at a high level too.  This is motivating. 
 

Number/Calculation - place value & 
rounding, negative numbers, use standard written methods for all four operations, 
confidently add and subtract mentally, use BODMAS, identify factors, multiples & primes, 
use square and cube numbers, solve multi-step number problems  

Algebra– understand simple use of unknowns 

Geometry and Measures– Use a range of measures and conversions, calculate area of 
triangles, rectangles and composite shapes, classify shapes by properties, know and use angle 
rules, translate & reflect shapes using  
all four quadrants  

Data Handling - interpret tables, line graphs and pie charts, solve questions about data  

FPD – Compare and order fractions, add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions, write 
decimals as fractions, order & round decimal numbers, link percentages to  
fractions & decimals, solve FPD problems  

 

Working on accuracy:  

Jotting down workings when mathematical problems are more complicated is really 
important as they require more than just mental ability.  Working out helps to organise 
thoughts so it is important to encourage your child to show their workings, where 
appropriate. This is particularly important with maths as it is a step-by-step process and 
writing down steps helps children to understand where to go next. If children always try to 
do working out in their head, they may skip some steps because they have trouble 
visualising the whole problem as they are spending all their capacity working out 
calculations. Writing it all down helps them to visualise what comes next and reduce 
cognitive load. This, in turn, will help to eliminate errors.  It is definitely worth going over 
questions your child gets wrong and explaining how to get the right answer.  They can often 
self-correct questions themselves too. 
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From the books below, the CGP GL Maths Practice Book, Study Book and Question Book are 
focused on specific topics to develop understanding and confidence, with a range of 
questions for each topic. The SATSPAPERSGUIDE website is also excellent as it segments 
question types by maths topics.  It can help to focus on individual key areas for maths so 
that your child can do lots of work on one particular topic.  The KS3 SATs papers are also 
useful as they contain lots of mixed up questions to aid accuracy.  They are also both free.   

 
CGP 11+ Maths GL Practice Book and Assessment Tests Age 9 – 10 
ISBN 9781789081589 

CGP KS2 Maths - The Study Book 
ISBN 9781847621849          
                         
CGP KS2 Maths - The Question Book 
ISBN 9781847621856 

https://www.satspapersguide.co.uk/sats-information/free-sats-resources/free-maths-
sats-resources/ 

http://www.satspapers.org.uk/Page.aspx?TId=6   

 
To work on timing:  
 
When working on books with timed activities from the list below, please remember to vary 
the publisher (GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins) and also make sure that you use plenty of 
the GL Practice Papers as GL are writing the test. 

Learn Remember: 8 Minute Maths Book 1 and 2 11 Plus core maths revision and 
instruction (ages 10-11)                                                                                                                  
Order directly from https://www.learnremember.co.uk/product-category/maths-
resources/                                                            
These books cover all the main Maths topics and rotate topics through the book on a 
regular basis, refreshing topic facts and techniques. There are a variety of topics in each 8 
Minute section, so exercises are not too repetitive. There are detailed explanations for each 
question in the answer section. Questions gradually get more difficult so they are designed 
with the aim of improving accuracy and skills at a steady rate.  

Collins 11+ Maths Quick Practice Tests Maths Age 9-10 
ISBN 9781844198900 
This book gives children lots of opportunities to test themselves in short manageable bursts.  

CGP 11+ GL 10 Minute Tests Maths Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11  
ISBN 9781789083002 and 9781789082043 
CGP 11+ GL 10 Minute Tests Maths: Mental Arithmetic Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11 ISBN 
9781789085006 and  9781789082067 
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CGP 11+ GL 10 Minute Tests Maths: Maths Word Problems Ages  9 – 10 and 10-11 ISBN 
9781789084993 and 9781789082050 

These books contain over 30 short tests with questions to complete in 10 minutes, each 
covering a wide range of topics and skills. Complete explanations to every question are in a 
pull out section.  

CGP 11+ Maths Practice Revision Cards Ages 9 – 10 and 10 - 11 
ISBN  9781789085495 and 9781789083859                                 
Pocket size practice cards to develop Maths skills with answers on the back of each card  
 

 MATHS PRACTICE PAPERS 

GL 11+ Maths Practice Pack 2 and 3                      
Order at https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/maths-practice-papers/                
Free familiarisation materials are also available on the GL website. 
 
CGP GL 11+ Practice Papers Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11 Pack 1 and Pack 2 ISBN 
9781789082470, 9781789082234 and 9781789086973 
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f. NON-VERBAL REASONING 
 
Help your child identify strengths and target areas by allocating gold, silver and bronze 
medals to each subject area and nominating a target area or two for each section.  It is also 
a good idea to tick each item with your child that they are competent at or pleased with.  
This is motivating. 
 

2D NVR – Complete the series, odd one out, 
analogies, rotations, reflections, matrices (grids), 
find the figure that is identical, hidden figures, 
pattern addition and subtraction, codes  

3D NVR – Plan views, composite shapes, 3D views, 
nets and cubes, paper folding and hole punching 

 

Working on accuracy:  

Even if you think your child may have a natural talent for NVR and be able to spot the 
answer without necessarily being able to explain how they worked it out, it is still a good 
idea for them to consider how they found their answers. This will help them to develop 
strategies for more complex questions and reduce the risk of them making careless 
mistakes. If NVR does not come so naturally to your child, the required skillset can be 
cultivated through helping them to familiarise themselves with the variety of NVR question 
types they may face, taking care to note what to look out for and which techniques are 
needed for which question type.  It is important to make sure that your child works on both 
2D and 3D NVR question types.  Using the process of elimination is important as it reduces 
the number of remaining possible answers.  For the vast majority of questions, SPANSS is 
also extremely effective.  It is a mnemonic which stands for: 

• Shape 

• Position 

• Angle 

• Number 

• Size 

• Shading 
 
The books below are topic based to help with individual question types. 
 
Collins 11+ Practice - 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning Complete Revision, Practice & 
Assessment for GL : For the 2022 GL Assessment Tests                                            
ISBN 9780008398873 
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11+ Essentials 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning 2D Book 1 and Book 2 
ISBN 9781912364879 and 9781912364886 

11+ Essentials 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning 3D Book 2 ISBN 9781912364886       

11+ Spatial Reasoning Quick Practice Tests for CEM Age 9-10, Age 10 – 11 and 11+ GL 
Quick Practice Tests NVR Age 10-11 
ISBN 9781844199198, 9781844199204 and 9781844199174 
 
To work on timing:  
 
When working on books with timed activities from the list below, please remember to vary 
the publisher (GL, CGP, 11+ Essentials and Collins) and also make sure that you use plenty of 
the GL Practice Papers as GL are writing the test. 
 
CGP 11+ GL Non-Verbal Reasoning Practice Books and assessment Tests Age 10-11 ISBN 
9781789081633                                    
The first section is focused on specific topics to develop understanding and confidence. This 
is followed by Assessment Tests that help to improve speed and accuracy across a wide 
range of questions. Fully explained answers to every question are included in a pull- out 
section, so it’s easy to check children’s progress and correct any mistakes.  
 
CGP Books The 10 Minute Tests Non- Verbal Reasoning GL Test Ages 9 – 10 and 10-11 
9781789083040 and 9781789082098                             
These books contain over 30 short tests with questions to complete in 10 minutes, each 
covering a wide range of topics and skills. Complete explanations to every question are in a 
pull out section.  
 
CGP Books The 10 Minute Tests Non- Verbal Reasoning Spatial for the GL Test Ages 9-10 
and 10 – 11 ISBN 9781789085013 and 9781789082104 
These 10-minute books contain over 30 short tests, covering 3D and spatial problems. 
Complete explanations to every question are in a pull-out section.  
  
CGP GL 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning Practice Revision cards 
ISBN 9781789083873 
Pocket size practice cards to develop Non-Verbal Reasoning skills with answers on the back 
of each card.  
 
CGP GL 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning 3D and Spatial Practice Revision cards 
ISBN 9781789085396                               
Pocket size practice cards to develop 3D Non-Verbal Reasoning skills with answers on the 
back of each card.  

NVR PRACTICE PAPERS 

GL 11+ NVR Practice Pack 1, 2 and 3                      
Order at https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/maths-practice-papers/                              
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Free familiarisation materials are also available on the GL website. 
 
CGP GL 11+ Practice Papers Ages 9 – 10 and 10 – 11 Pack 1 and Pack 2 ISBN 
9781789082494, 9781789082265 and 9781789082272 
 
I hope you find the ideas and materials useful.  Many thanks. 
Best wishes 
Sue 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


